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Saint John’s in the Village

3009 Greenmount Avenue, Baltimore, Maryland 21218  (  Tel. 410.467.4793    

Pentecost-tide 2007

Dear Members and Friends,

When you receive this the feast of the Ascension will have passed, and with it another milestone in the Church Year.  I hope that you attended the service on that day and found that it deepened your faith and your understanding of what Christ’s ascension means for you.

The entirety of the Church Year with its seasons, feasts, and fasts is an annual symbolic pilgrimage with Jesus.  Colours change with the seasons, just as in nature, and our spiritual temperature waxes and wanes as we make our progress with him and study the meaning in his life and our own. The Church year is a tremendous teaching tool- visually, musically, and through the Bible readings on Sundays and weekdays.  You cannot live the seasons of the Church Year without encountering Christ along the way.

We now move into the season of Pentecost, the season of the Holy Spirit.  At this point in the year, after the feast of the Ascension, the readings on Sunday are more like reminiscences of Jesus, vignettes from his life, seemingly in no particular order, instead of a narrative from birth to resurrection.  Throughout this long summer season the scripture lessons on Sundays teach us what it means to live now in the Spirit of Jesus through the Holy Spirit he has given us.  In particular, the Gospel lessons of this season make us query, “What would I do or think or say if I were Jesus in this or that story”.  Of course, the reality is that we are Jesus in the stories of our lives.  We are the ones with his Spirit, we are the ones with his teaching in our hearts, we are the ones confronted now with moral and spiritual questions.  We are the ones who must make choices about how we respond to the spiritual, moral, and physical needs of the people as they present themselves to us.  This season makes us reflect that the question isn’t, “What would Jesus do?”, rather it is now, “What shall I do in the Spirit of Jesus?”   It is the Holy Spirit alive in us that both poses the questions and gives us the courage and strength to answer them ourselves.  We choose either to address the questions or not and to cooperate with the Holy Spirit in us or not.

Remember this: the clear and certain measure of your progress in the spiritual life is the degree to which you change in personal holiness.  

I urge you to ponder these things during the long season of Pentecost which corresponds with our long hot summer here in Baltimore.  Don’t allow yourself to come to another Advent taken by surprise at Jesus’ coming (“Is it that time already?”).  Instead, through your Pentecost-tide reflections, be eagerly looking for his return.

Yours in his Spirit,
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Rector of Saint John’s Church
