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 Saint John’s in the Village     

3009 Greenmount Avenue, Baltimore, Maryland 21218  (  Tel. 410.467.4793    
12 March 2007
Dear Members and Friends,

As I write this letter Holy Week and Eastertide are still before us, and as we go about our daily lives I do wonder just how much we are anticipating either.  It used to be that the annual Advent letter from the clergy was the one all about slowing down and not getting caught up in the whirl of the season, nor letting the secular holiday celebrations carry us away.  Today, it’s not just Advent which requires pointing out and it isn’t the “season” we are caught up in.  Now it is Holy Week and Easter scarcely being given a thought as we plummet through our lives.
I don’t anticipate that our lives will be getting any slower or less complex any time soon.    It is going to take an effort to get the message through to that part of us that matters that something important is just ahead on the calendar.  Let me make a shout over all the din: Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday on 1 April and Easter is 7/8 April.
Participation in Holy Week’s services and the celebration of Easter is for Christians not just a duty, which of course it is, but even more so a compelling desire.  If it isn’t, something is seriously askew in the spiritual life of that Christian.  These commemorations are at the heart of our religion from which everything else flows.

Take time this Lent to consider your involvement in the services of Holy Week and Easter.  Make whatever accommodations and preparation are necessary to allow you to enter into the momentous renewal which thoughtful, planned experience of the Passion and Resurrection services brings.  Then, in the words of the hymn, Come with joy to meet your Lord.  A blessed Passiontide and Eastertide to each of you.
Yours faithfully in Christ Jesus,

The Rev’d Jesse L. A. Parker

Rector

